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Synthesis of 2-N-alkyl(aryl)amino-7-nitrobenzothiazoles
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Abstract—A highly efficient synthesis of 2-N-alkyl(aryl)amino-7-nitrobenzothiazoles has been developed. The key step involves
intramolecular cyclization of a thiourea facilitated by the nitro group.
� 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
In recent years, thousands of examples of the 2-N-
alkyl(aryl)aminobenzothiazole scaffold (1) have been
disclosed in the scientific and patent literature. Many
of these compounds have interesting biological proper-
ties. Accordingly, this bicyclic ring system has become
a popular building block in medicinal chemistry due to
its crucial role in agents having anti-inflammatory,
anti-microbial, anti-tumor, neuroprotective, and other
therapeutically useful activities. For instance, N-substi-
tuted 2-aminobenzothiazoles were reported to be potent
inhibitors of 5-lipoxygenase and thromboxane A2 syn-
thetase.1 In addition, 2-aminobenzothiazole analogues
having anti-bacterial and anti-fungal activities have
been described by several groups.2 Others have reported
the potential neuroprotectant activity of 2-(piper-
azinoalkyl)aminobenzothiazoles having high affinity
for dopaminergic D4 receptors.3 Recently, 2-amino-
benzothiazoles were found to suppress the formation
of insoluble polyglutamine-containing aggregates in
neurons and therefore may represent attractive agents
for the treatment of Huntington�s disease and related
conditions.3 Moreover, 2-aminobenzothiazoles have
been reported to be inhibitors of serine/threonine and
tyrosine kinases such as those associated with fibroblast
growth factor (FGF), vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF), and platelet derived growth factor (PDGF)
receptors and hence are particularly important in hyper-
proliferative diseases such as cancer, psoriasis, and rheu-
matoid arthritis.4
0040-4039/$ - see front matter � 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

doi:10.1016/j.tetlet.2004.10.117

Keyword: 2-N-alkyl(aryl)amino-7-nitrobenzothiazole.
* Corresponding author. Tel.: +1 908 707 3422; fax: +1 908 526

6469; e-mail: shuang6@prdus.jnj.com
Despite this attention, very few publications describing
7-nitro-2-aminobenzothiazoles have appeared and no
efficient methodology has been disclosed for the synthe-
sis of N-alkyl- or N-aryl-7-nitro derivatives (2). Concep-
tually, direct nitration of N-substituted 2-amino-
benzothiazoles (1) would provide 2 but is likely to
generate a mixture of regioisomers that would require
separation. One literature account describes the prepa-
ration of 7-nitro-2-aminobenzothiazole (2, R = H) via
bromine-mediated cyclization of N-(3-nitrophenyl)thio-
urea, but the methodology is not applicable to the
synthesis of analogues where the N-substituent is
susceptible to electrophilic bromination (i.e., methoxy-
phenyl).5 In this communication, a facile and general
method is described for the preparation of 2-N-alkyl-
(aryl)amino-7-nitrobenzothiazoles (2) that is applicable
to a broad variety of substituents on the amine
nitrogen.
Synthesis of the title compounds is shown in Scheme 1.
The starting material is 3-nitro-2-chloroaniline (4),
which can be generated in two steps from commercially
available 2,6-dinitroaniline (3) in 54% yield.6 Reaction
of amino compound 4 with thiophosgene provides isothio-
cyanate 5 (98%). Treatment of isothiocyanate 5 with
an alkyl- or aryl-substituted amine and potassium car-
bonate in isopropyl alcohol generates the corresponding
thiourea 6 that is then cyclized in situ at reflux to pro-
vide the desired product 7.7 Under typical experimental
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Scheme 1. Synthesis of 2-N-alkyl(aryl)amino-7-nitrobenzothiazoles via cyclization of N-(2-chloro-3-nitrophenyl)thioureas.
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conditions, 1.0equiv of 2-chloro-1-isothiocyanato-3-nitro-
benzene (5) was dissolved in isopropanol, followed by
the addition of 2.0equiv of potassium carbonate and
1.0equiv of the desired amine. The mixture was refluxed
until the cyclization was complete, then filtered. The fil-
trate was concentrated and the residue was purified by
flash chromatography. Using this methodology, numer-
ous 2-amino-7-nitrobenzothiazoles (7) were synthesized
as shown in Table 1. Yields for the two-step, one-pot
sequence ranged from 61 to 98%. When aliphatic amines
were used, the conversion of intermediate 5 to products
7 was fast and proceeded in high yields. When aromatic
amines such as aniline or electron-rich 3,4,5-trimethoxy-
aniline were used, similar results were achieved. How-
ever, electron deficient aromatic amines required
longer reaction times and resulted in comparatively
lower yields.8

In summary, a highly efficient synthesis of 2-N-alkyl-
(aryl)amino-7-nitrobenzothiazoles (7) was developed
that generates the desired compounds in four steps
and in moderate to high yields from commercially avail-
able starting materials. These nitro compounds repre-
sent versatile intermediates that may be useful in the
synthesis of potent inhibitors of many drug targets.
They can be further elaborated by reducing the nitro
group to an amino group that may serve as an attach-
ment point for various pharmacologically interesting
substituents.
Table 1.

Entry R Product Yield

(%)a
Reaction

time (h)

1 Methyl 7a 98 3

2 n-Butyl 7b 94 3

3 Pyridin-2-yl 7c 61 5

4 Phenyl 7d 96 3

5 2,6-Dimethylphenyl 7e 94 3

6 Cyclopentyl 7f 96 3

7 Cyclohexyl 7g 98 3

8 3,4,5-Trimethoxyphenyl 7h 92 3

9 4-Chlorophenyl 7i 81 12

10 4-Chloro-2-fluorophenyl 7j 62 12

a Isolated yields from compound 5, after purification by flash

chromatography.
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